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Egypt, Dynasty XXI: 1077-943                                    Israel 
                                                                                Samuel, c. 1060 - c. 1005 
                                                                       Saul, c. 1020 – c. 1000 
                                                                       David, 1000-961 
Egypt Dynasty XXII (Bubastite Dynasty): 943-716 
Sheshonq I, 943-922                                                 Solomon, 961-922 
 
Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 6.5.1 — Nahash did much harm to the Jews that 
lived beyond Jordan by the expedition he had made against them with a great and 
fearsome army. He also reduced their cities into slavery, and that not only by subduing 
them for the present, which he did by force and violence, but by weakening them by 
subtlety and cunning, that they might not be able afterward to get clear of the slavery 
they were under to him; for he put out the right eyes 1 of those that either delivered 
themselves to him upon terms, or were taken by him in war; and this he did, that when 
their left eyes were covered by their shields, they might be wholly useless in war.  
 
1 Samuel 111 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up and besieged Jabesh Gilead; and all the 
men of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you.” 2 And 
Nahash the Ammonite answered them, “On this condition will I do it: I will gouge all your 
right eyes and bring reproach on all Israel.” 3 Then the elders of Jabesh said to him, “Hold 
off for seven days, that we may send messengers to all the territory of Israel. And then, 
if there is no one to [b]save us, we will come out to you.” 
4 So the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and told the news in the hearing of the people. 
And all the people lifted up their voices and wept. 5 Now there was Saul, coming behind the 
herd from the field; and Saul said, “What troubles the people, that they weep?” And they 
told him the words of the men of Jabesh.  
6 Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard this news, and his anger was greatly 
aroused. 7 So he took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces and sent them throughout all 
the territory of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, “Whoever does not go out with 
Saul and Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to his oxen.” 
And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they came out, as one man. 8 When he 
numbered them in Bezek, the children of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men 
of Judah thirty thousand. 9 And they said to the messengers who came, “Thus you shall say 
to the men of Jabesh Gilead: ‘Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have help.’ ” 
Then the messengers came and reported it to the men of Jabesh, and they were 
glad. 10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, “Tomorrow we will come out to you, and you 
may do with us whatever seems good to you.” 
11 So it was, on the next day, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they came 
into the midst of the camp in the morning watch and killed Ammonites until the heat of the 
day. And it happened that those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them 
were left together. 
12 Then the people said to Samuel, “Who is he who said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring the 
men, that we may put them to death.” 
 



1 Samuel 13. 2 Saul chose for himself three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were 
with Saul in Michmash and in the mountains of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan 
in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people he sent away, every man to his tent. 3 And 
Jonathan attacked the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines 
heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews 
hear!”  
 
1 Samuel 13. 19 Now there was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, 
for the Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews make swords or spears.” 20 But all the Israelites 
would go down to the Philistines to sharpen each man’s plowshare, his mattock, his ax, and 
his sickle; 21 And there was a file for the mattocks and for the plowshares and for the 
pitchforks and for the axes, and to sharpen the goad. 22 So it came to be, on the day of 
battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people 
who were with Saul and Jonathan. But they were found with Saul and Jonathan his son. 
 
1 Samuel 14. 47 So Saul established his reign over Israel, and fought against all his enemies 
on every side, against Moab, against the people of Ammon, against Edom, against the kings 
of Zobah, and against the Philistines. Wherever he turned, he made them tremble. 48 And he 
gathered an army and smote Amalek and delivered Israel from the hand of its plunderer. 
 

Judges 6 1 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. So the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of Midian for seven years, 2 and the hand of Midian 
prevailed against Israel. Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made for 
themselves the dens, the caves, and the strongholds which are in the 
mountains. 3 So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Midianites would come up; also 
Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. 4 Then they 
would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, 
and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox nor donkey. 5 For they 
would come up with their livestock and their tents, coming in as numerous as 
locusts; both they and their camels were without number; and they would enter the 
land to destroy it. 6 So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites, 
and the children of Israel cried out to the Lord. . . . 11 Now the Angel of the Lord  
came the Lord came and sat under the terebinth tree that was in Ophrah, which 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the 
winepress, in order to conceal it from the Midianites. . . . 33 Then all the Midianites 
and Amalekites, the people of the East, gathered together; and they crossed over 
and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel.  

 
1 Samuel 15 7 And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all the way to Shur, which is 
east of Egypt. 8 He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all 
the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best 
of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to 
utterly destroy them. 
 

 
 






